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Report of the Standing Committee. 

Your committee regret to find themselves under the neces- 
sity of asking the indulgence of the Society, for the many 
imperfections of their report. The scanty materials to which 
they have had access, and the limited space over which their 
observations have extended will, they trust, be received as an 
apology for those imperfections: with but one exception, no 
reports have been received from the reporters of the district 
societies. The Committee have consequently been compelled 
to rely upon their personal observations and inquiries for 
the few facts herewith submitted. 

So far as these observations have enabled them to judge, 
the past year has been characterized by an unusual exemp- 
tion from fatal disease. Your Committee feel grateful that 
they have not like their predecessors of the previous year, to 
record the ravages of a wide-spread and fatal epidemic, be- 
fore whose desolating march the strong and the weak were 
alike stricken down. The cholera of 1849: would seem to 
have so materially exhausted the predisposition to disease, as 
to have rendered the ordinary endemic diseases of the West- 
ern District both fewer in number and milder in their na- 

During the months of May and June, intermittents and 
remittents were more prevalent than ordinary at that season. 
They were, im fact, almost the only forms of disease met 
with in some parts of the district. They most frequently 
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assumed the quotidian or tertian form, and were readily 
cured, yielding without difficulty to mild purgatives and the 
preparations of bark. 

As the summer advanced, diarrhea, dysentery and cholera 
morbus made their appearance, though less frequently, and 
of a milder eharacter than in ordinary seasons. They 
yielded readily to a treatment consisting of opiates and 
astringents in moderate doses, combined with occasional 
alteratives. 

The autumn, like the summer, was comparatively free from 
disease—intermittents and remittents were the prevailing 
affections. Like their predecessors of the spring, they were 
most generally mild and free from visceral complications of 
a severe form. ‘The brain, so far as the observations of part 
of the Committee extended, suffered more frequently than 
the other organs, though serious cerebral irritation was by 
no means a frequent occurrence. 

The treatment differed in no essential feature from that 
practiced during their prevalence in the spring. Bleeding to 
a moderate extent, was thought by your reporter materially 
to assist the antiperiodic powers of the bark in those cases 
attended with much cerebral irritation. 

A few sporadic cases of measles and scarlatina were 
observed during the latter part of autumn. 

Bronchitis, pneumonia and pleurisy were less prevalent 
during the winter than for many years previous. Croup was 
occasionally met with, though by no means of frequent 
occurrence. 

The mumps and hooping-cough, may be considered as by 
far the most prominent diseases of the past year in the 
Western District. The former prevailed more extensively 
during the winter and spring than for many years previously. 
" They are at this time the predominant disease in many 
localities. They attacked persons of all ages, though they 
were more frequently noticed in individuals under twenty 
years of age. The majority of cases were mild. Many, 
however, were severe, being frequently ushered in with a 
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chill, followed by fever, pain in the head, coated tongue and 
other evidences of high constitutional excitement. The 
parotid glands were in such cases often exceedingly painful 
and tender upon pressure. A number of instances of meta- 
stasis to the genital organs and brain, were observed. A few 
of these latter were attended with a fatal result. 

The treatment generally practiced in the less violent form 
of the disease, consisted of confinement to the house, the ex- 
hibition of saline purgatives, with the application of mild 
liniments and flannel to the throat. In the severer forms, a 
more active treatment became necessary. General bleeding, 
active purges, and the pretty free administration of nitre and 
the antimonials with stimulating liniments, and in a few in- 
stances blisters to the throat, were found to be most bene- 
ficial. A few grains of calomel, followed by a purge of sulph. 
magnes. and magnesia combined and preceded by a moderate 
bleeding from the arm was observed by the Chairman of the 
Committee to be particularly beneficial in those cases attended 
with much soreness of the throat and headache. 

The sympathetic irritation of the genital organs for the 
most part yielded readily to emollient applications to the 
organs themselves, and the application of stimulating lini- 
ments or blisters to the throat. 

As connected with the mumps, and most probably depend- 
ant upon a similar cause, your Committee would here notice 
the great frequency of inflammatory affections of the salivary 
glands, and of the smaller glands of the neck and throat. 
These local inflammations have been more frequently met 
with within the last few weeks, and they seem to be on the 
increase. There is generally much tenderness of the part 
upon pressure, accompanied with more or less tumefaction. 
A number of these cases witnessed by the Committee, have 
terminated in suppuration, notwithstanding a pretty active 
antiphlogistic treatment. They were more frequently ob- 
served in children than in adults; and more frequently in 
young children than in those more advanced in years. 

Hooping-cough, which it will be recollected was noticed in 
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the report of the previous year, has prevailed with greater or 
less violence during the whole of the past year. Occasionally 
observed during the summer, it increased in frequency during 
the autumn and winter, and is still prevalent. Like the epi- 
demic of the previous year, it was sometimes complicated 
with bronchitis, cerebral excitement proceeding in some cases 
to such a degree as to cause convulsions was also not unfre- 
quently witnessed. Diarrhea of a mild form was also an 
oceasional attendant. The mortality from this disease most 
probably exceeded that from the same disease, during the 
previous year. The most frequent causes of death were pul- 
monary and cerebral irritation. 

The treatment of the uncomplicated forms of the disease, 
when they came under the care of the physician, consisted 
principally of confinement within doors, and the administra- 
tion of the various specifics recommended for hooping-cough. 
When combined with serious disease of the brain or lungs, 
the treatment proper in acute diseases of those organs was 
resorted to with success. 


REPORT FROM HUNTERDON COUNTY. 
To the Standing Committee of the New Jersey Medical 
Society. 


GENTLEMEN :— 

The undersigned, your reporter for the County of Hunter- 
don, would report that the diseases prevalent in the 
County the past year, have been those of the ordinary cha- 
racter, i. e. in early summer, diarrhoea and other intestinal 
irritations, caused by green fruit, &. &c. Summer and 
autumn dysentery, and intermittent and remittent fevers, 
with nothing unusual either in their symptoms or treatment. 


- Winter brought pneumonia, bronchitis, &. These, with. 


sporadic cases of erysipelas, &c., will comprise the diseases to 
which the attention of most of the physicians of the County 
has been called during the past year. An epidemic enteric 
fever has prevailed, however, to a considerable extent in the 
lower and middle portions of the County, for the whole of 
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the year. -Your reporter having seen but few cases of the 
disease, and those only in consultation, he appends to this 
report an essay, read before the District Medical Society of 
the County, at the annual meeting this spring, by Dr. George 
P. Rex, which gives a fair and full account of the epidemic, by 
one who has seen it very extensively, and who has had cases 
under his charge constantly since the winter of 1849. I 
cannot do less than commend this essay to the notice of the 
State Society and to the profession generally, coming as it 
does, from a gentleman, who stands deservedly high in his 
profession, and whose success in the epidemic has been very 
remarkable.* 

It gives me great pleasure to state that the profession are 
becoming much more interested in the subject of keeping up 
& medical organization in the County, and that irregular prac- 
titioners are becoming fewer every year, and graduates are 
more ready and willing to comply with the requisitions of the 
law than heretofore. Had not the law been changed, your re- 
porter, from the information had, believes that a large number 
would have presented themselves to the board of censors for 
examination, and I shall be much disappointed if the Presi- 
dent of the State Society does not receive several applica- 
tions for diplomas from this County. 

This state of things is very gratifying to those of us who 
have kept our District Society alive against the opposition of 
a number of influential medical men in this County, where 
no society existed for a number of years. 

In conclusion, I must apologize to your Committee for this 
very crude report. Urgent professional engagements, and 
not being able to meet my professional brethren of the 
County until the Annual Meeting of the District Society, 
which was held yesterday, must plead my excuse. 

Very respectfully yours, 
SAMUEL LILLY, 
Reporter for Hunterdon County. 
Lampertvitie, May 7, 1851. 


* The Address here referred to, will appear in the July number of 
the Reporter.—Ep. 
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No instance of violation of the Medical Law has been 
officially presented for the action of the Committee, though 
it is well known that there are licentiates in every County of 
the State, who refuse to comply with its demands. 

The Committee have nothing new to offer upon the subject 
of quackery. It is still to be met with in its various forms, and 
with the exception of the County of Hunterdon, already noticed, 
has not materially diminished. Homeopathy would appear 
to be its most prominent form. This, however, seems to have 
reached its culminating point, to give place, most probably, 
to some other equally absurd pretension. 

Among the medical events which have transpired during 
the past year, that which most immediately concerns this 
Society, is the passage by our recent Legislature of a ‘‘ Sup- 
plement to the Medical Law.’’ Of the importance of the 
Act referred to it will be unnecessary for the Committee to 
speak. They consider this, however, a fit opportunity to 
express their sense of the liberality displayed by the Legisla- 
ture in thus granting the Society all that it asked. A year 
since, many of our members were justly apprehensive of the 
removal of all legal restrictions to the practice of empiricism 
within our borders, and that there then seemed to be strong 
grounds for entertaining such a belief, all conversant with the 
tone of public sentiment will admit. Those fears have, 
happily for the interests of medical science, proved ground- 
less. We believe the provisions of the Act referred to, afford 
the medical profession of New Jersey the surest guarantee 
that the community still entertains a proper sense of the im- 
portance of an educated and properly qualified class of phy- 
sicians. 

A query forcibly suggests itself to the Committee, while 
on this subject, viz., whether this renewed evidence of friendly 


feeling on the part of the Legislature does not render it still 


more incumbent upon this body so to conduct its future pro- 
ceedings, as to strengthen the confidence thus reposed in us. 
We have yielded something to the current of prejudice it is 
true ; but we have still retained all that we ought reasonably 
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to expect from legislative protection. Let us then inquire 
how we can, as members of a scientific body, thus protected 
in the enjoyment of many of our just rights and constituted 
the legitimate guardians of the public health, render broader 
and more palpable the distinction between ourselves and the 
legion of empirics, whose efforts to subvert our organization 
have been so recently defeated. 

The answer to this question, we are aware, is both difficult 
and delicate. Your Committee believe that there has hitherto 
existed among the profession throughout the State, too much 
of a disposition to rely upon legislative protection, to the 
exclusion of other efforts for the maintenance of our profes- 
sional standing. There is, in our opinion, a more efficient 
means of sustaining the character of our science, than this 
undue reliance upon legislative aid. Those means consist in 
more zealous efforts upon our part, for our mutual improve- 
ment. If we do not put forth unusual efforts to sustain the 
profession of our choice, assailed as it is on all sides by mer- 
cenary enemies, how can we hope for those less interested to 
hold it up. 

It cannot reasonably be expected that the medical men of 
New Jersey shall be in advance of their brethren in other 
places; but it ought, and will be exacted of us, that we shall 
in future be fully up to the acquirements of the day. This 
desirable object can only be effected by systematic and well- 
directed industry. As a body incorporated for the promotion 
of scientific and humane objects, our responsibilities are far 
greater than they could become in our individual capacity. 
The eyes of the community will always be upon us. Com- 
parisons will frequently be drawn between us and the out-door 
pretenders to the healing art. We cannot hope, nor ought 
we to desire to escape the scrutiny of this free spirit of in- 
quiry, which is prying into every department of our science, 
and gradually undermining false props, wherever discovered. 
It were better then that we should knock away those false 
props ourselves than that it should be done by our enemies. 
Let us act the part of the “‘ wise virgins,’’ and be in readiness, 
against the day of trial, with our lamps well “ filled with oil.” 
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Your Committee would respectfully direct attention to the 
well-timed suggestions contained in the report of the Stand- 
ing Committee of the previous year. The appointment of 
Committees, as therein recommended, to investigate and report 
the result of their researches into the more prominent dis- 
eases of certain localities, could not fail to elicit valuable 
information. 

In conclusion, they would particularly recommend a more 
thorough investigation of the Medical Botany of our State. 
There are, it is well known, in every county plants that en- 
joy more or less reputation as medicinal agents in their respect- 
ive localities. There are few of these but that would well 
repay the labor of a carefully digested report upon their thera- 
peutic properties. A series of cautiously conducted experi- 
ments in this branch of medicine, continued for a few years, 
would not only strip the designing empiric of much of the 
advantage which he now derives from his exaggerated boasts 
of their remedial virtues, and thus deprive him of half his 
power of deception; but, perhaps, might result in the dis- 
covery of an efficient substitute for some of the more costly 
foreign drugs now considered indispensable, and which often 
come to us so adulterated or damaged, as to be worthless for 
all therapeutical purposes. 

QUINTON GIBBON, 


THOS. J. SAUNDERS, > Committee. 
A. E. BUDD, 





EMPIRICISM IN THE MEDICAL PROFESSION. 


- An Address read before the District Medical Society for the 


County of Essex, held at Elizabethtown on the 29th of 
April, 1851. By Jonn F. Warp, M. D. 


GENTLEMEN :—The position I occupy as your presiding 
officer, makes it incumbent on me to address you on this 
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occasion. Since last we met, another great period of time has 
run its course ; another year has been added to the vast cycles 
of eternity. Varied, doubtless, are the events which have 
marked it in the experience of each of us; but we can all 
mingle our congratulations over much of good that has sweet- 
ened the seeming ill of life, and from the lessons of the past, 
learn wisdom for the future. 

From the broad field of observation in which we have been 
severally employed, we gather here to make our annual con- 
tribution to the common fund of knowledge ; to receive and 
impart, to our mutual benefit. None of us can have been so 
unobservant of what has been passing before our eyes, in the 
different positions we have occupied, as not to have gleaned 
something which will be a more or less valuable addition to 
our previous acquisitions, and cause us to realize more fully 
the benefit to be derived from our organization. 

In this connection, allow me to suggest, that as members 
of this society, we should feel a responsibility, resting upon 
us individually, to contribute our quota, from time to time, 
towards rendering effective the object of our union. None 
here need be told what this object is. This society was estab- 
lished for the mutual improvement of its members ; not to be 
a mere gateway, through which others may pass with our 
recognized seal of approval and “ license to practice.” This 
latter, indeed, is an important view of the matter; for if 
we are looked to by the public as the guardians of their 
health, and as those whose business it is to withhold, as far 
as in us lies, the honor and privileges of the “regular pro- 
fession” from those who are unworthy to share them, then, 
truly, is devolved upon us a weight of responsibility, of which 
none can be insensible. But this, we repeat, is not the prin- 
cipal design of our organization, but rather, as already stated, 
to receive and impart the benefits of our varied experience, 
and thus qualify ourselves for the more useful and honorable 
discharge of the duties of an arduous profession. 

If we have chosen this profession with a higher object in 
view than sordid interest, every feeling of our nature will 
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conspire with the promptings of an enlightened conscience 
in the furtherance of our benevolent designs. Benevolent 
and philanthropic, we may justly call them, for it is a narrow 
view, which supposes that the influence of our actions here, is 
here confined, and reaches not beyond these walls. 

There is one topic, gentlemen, of the very many which na- 
turally suggest themselves as appropriate for the occasion, 
upon which you will indulge me in a few brief remarks. 

We read much, and we hear more, almost every day, of the 
prevalence and progress of empiricism. The press, political 
and religious, teems with advertisements of “ pectorals’’ and 
“‘balsams,”’ “ olosaonian’’ and “ pain killing’’ salves, with reno- 
vating ‘elixirs’ and cordials, an interminable catalogue, all 
which are certified by hundreds of the “afflicted’’ and 
sworn to by ‘‘ M. D.’s”’ of noted eminence (so we are informed), 
have restored health to thousands, and when properly appre- 
ciated and employed, are destined to rejuvenate the race. 

Then we have the whole race of quacks under the varied 
titles of ‘‘ Botanic,” “ Thompsonian,’’ ‘ Eclectic,” etc. ete. 

It is our design (while disclaiming the possession of all the 
learning and experience of the age in our own ranks) to ask 
if the “regular practice” can justly lay claim to a perfect 
exemption from all the forms of empiricism. Is not our prac- 
tice oft times too empirical? Do we always bestow that time 
and patience in the investigation of the cases (frequently 
obscure) for which we are called to preseribe, which the 
reputation and dignity of the science demand at our hands ? 
Are we not too apt to take a superficial view, and prescribe 
this or that, because it cannot do harm, and may do good? 
Whereas, if the case had been thoroughly examined, con- 
sidered in its varied aspects and relations, and with all the 
helps that knowledge and experience can bring to our aid, 
a result more creditable to our art, more satisfactory to our- 
selves and our patient, would have been the consequence. 

Were this course pursued in every case involved in any 
obscurity or doubt, there would be less of hap-hazard pre- 
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scription for “bilious’’ habits, for “liver” and “ kidney’’ and 
a thousand other complaints; terms satisfactory enough, per- 
haps, to the patient, content with a name, but as they really 
have no particular signification, and add nothing of definite- 
ness to our own conceptions, can only serve as cloaks to lazy 
ignorance. 

We are persuaded that this is a matter in which the pro- 
fession at large is vastly interested ; in which the interests of 
medicine as a science are deeply involved. We conceive that 
the plan indicated, if faithfully and patiently carried out, 
although it may be attended, for a time at least, with some 
personal inconvenience, will go far towards securing the com- 
munity against the swarms of impostors, of whatever school 
or name, who now practice on the credulity and ignorance of 
mankind : inasmuch as, aside. from the incidental advantage 
of acquiring a habit of careful inquiry, we shall arrive, in 
most instances, at a prompt and correct diagnosis, secure for 
our art a corresponding confidence and respect, and do much 
towards elevating it to the rank and consideration it merits. 

One or two other suggestions occur to me, as conducive to 
the same end. To banish from the profession the empiricism 
upon which we have animadverted, it is not sufficient that one 
should amass a definite amount of medical lore, however great 
that may be. In the words of a recent author, “ the physi- 
cian must be a thinking, observing, and reasoning man. One 
may be very diligent and industrious, and yet get no farther 
than this, through the whole period of his education. He 
may become an accomplished person, full of information ; a 
walking cyclopedia, and at the end of his labors, may have 
attained the reputation of a learned and agreeable person. 

* But is this sufficient to satisfy a man of ambition? Far 
from it. One who thus limits his views can by no possibility 
become conspicuous in his profession, or ever prove useful to 
the community in which he moves. He may be learned, but 
he is not wise. He may be a cogent reasoner, but he wants 
practical common sense. He may be familiar with every 
authority under the sun, and yet fail to distinguish one dis- 
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ease from another. He can tell you what Hippocrates and 
Galen say, but for himself he has no opinion. He forgot, in 
the outset of his career, that the best part of every man’s 
knowledge is that which he has acquired for himself by ob- 
serving closely, pondering deeply, and diligently sifting the 
wheat from the chaff; a knowledge which cannot be commu- 
nicated to another, but which to him is a mine of gold.” 

Let us not, therefore, trust too implicitly to what we are 
told or in what we read, but by our own labor and careful 
observation make our knowledge our own, recollecting that, 
however faithful may be our guides, “the goal can only be 
reached by traveling the road ourselves.” 

Again, we should be honest. We do not mean, of course, 
the honesty which it is incumbent on all men, of whatever 
rank or profession, to practice in their ordinary business 
intercourse. Perhaps my meaning would be better expressed 
by saying we should be candid with our patients. Let us not 
claim for our art more than its due; let us make no promises 
of any specific or infallible power in our remedies to heal. 

How often are such promises falsified by repeated failures, 
and either our honesty or our knowledge called in question ! 
The age is passed when the dicta of the physician are looked 
upon as oracular, and we shall fail in the attempt to revive it. 

Although our resources are many, and, when skillfully 
called in requisition, often adequate (with the blessing of the 
Great Dispenser of life and health,) to the alleviation and 
eradication of disease, yet daily experience proves the exist- 
ence, in numerous instances, of some unknown, some latent 
cause, some idiosynerasy of constitution, which makes power- 
less, or positively injurious, those very remedies which, in 
other numerous eases, we have found potent for good. We 
have no panaceas. . 

In no one particular is the true medical philosopher at a far- 
ther remove fromthe ignorant pretender to science than in this, 
that the one is conscious of the fact, and has the honesty to 
proclaim it, that all the resources of his art sometimes fail ; 
while the other blazons his nostrum, the elixir vital, in the 
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very ears of death. As already said, our resources are great ; 
and yet this assertion is not inconsistent with another, that 
in the whole list of the materia medica we have few, very few 
specifics. 

This may startle at first the young practitioner just enter- 
ing upon his professional career, whose mind, it may be, is 
hardly as yet disabused of the popular idea, that in the long 
catalogue of medicine there must be an antidote for every 
ache and pain that “flesh is heir to;’’ nevertheless it is true, 
as many a disappointed expectation will subsequently show him. 
And if it leads him to a closer observation of constitutional 
idiosyncrasy, of the phases of disease, and of those external 
circumstances which may be operative in modifying the effect 
of his remedial agents, so far from begetting a distrust in the 
true dignity and science of his art, and throwing him chart- 
less on the broad sea of quackery, he will see, as he advances, 
new lights, shedding a halo of brightness on the dark waters, 
and discovering objects which had hitherto lain concealed 
beneath the surface. 

He will also see that, notwithstanding all that lectures and 
books, and experience and observation (the best of all in- 
structors), may teach him, he will sometimes fail, and that 
therefore it is wise, it is best, both for his own reputation 
and the real advancement of his own profession, to deal 
honestly and frankly with all who may seek his professional 
advice. In the words of another, “‘do this,’’ be thus honest, 
‘and the doom of quackery is sounded, and the interests of 
our noble art materially advanced.” 

Midst all the speculations and theories of vagarists, the 
great principles of our science will stand. They are founded 
on a basis that will bide the test of experience, and will come 
out of the crucible “like gold seven times purified.” While 
themselves fixed and unchangeable, their fuller development 
will keep pace with the general advance of the age in all that 
is good and useful. 

May it be our noble endeavor to add some little at least to 
the knowledge of the past, and thus realize the satisfaction 
of him who is an acknowledged benefactor of the race. 
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A Case of Misplaced After-pains.—By J. B. Munn, M. D. 


Own the morning of Thursday, May Ist, 1851, Mrs. J. was 
taken in such rapid labor that the physician, Dr. J. L. Munn, 
found the child born, and the cord divided, without tying, by 
the woman herself (being alone) before he arrived—the pla- 
centa also being cast down in the vagina, and easily removed 
at once. The uterus was well contracted, and no unusual 
hemorrhage followed. After returning home, living about a 
mile distant, he was soon sent for again in haste, and, when 
he arrived, was informed by the female attendant that, in a 
short time after he left, she was seized with paroxysms of ex- 
treme pain in her head, and at the end of about an hour, a 
deluging uterine hemorrhage took place, which prostrated her 
to an extreme degree. The hemorrhage, however, had abated 
when he arrived; yet, for safety, cold applications were di- 
rected, and for the relief of the pain in the head a large 
dose of elix. anodyne was administered, without the effect of 
abating it. 

Friday, 2d. She complained of blindness, and the severe 
paroxysms of pain in her head, although there was no febrile 
excitement, no uterine pain, not the least abdominal soreness, 
nor lochial discharge. Directed large doses of morphine, to 
be repeated until relief of pain was procured. 

8d. Symptoms the same as on the second; very little abate- 
ment of pain in the head; accompanied with active fever. 
Directed ice to the head, and a large dose of sal. epsom and 
senna; epispastic to the back of the neck, and sinapism over 
the uterus, after the cathartic had operated. 

Evening. The cathartic operated freely. Directed ten- 
grain doses of p. doveri every four hours, to relieve pain and 
produce sleep. 

4th. Fever and pain in the head somewhat abated; ex- 
tremely feeble, and had fainting turns; slight appearance of 
lochial discharge. Directed a repetition of the pulv. doveri, 
with occasional doses of spts. lav. and ammonia. At this time, 
the breasts were swollen, and some milk drawn from them. 
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5th. No fever of any consequence, and very little pain in 
the head. Directed a repetition of the cathartic, with suit- 
able nourishment. 

6th. Convalescent. 

In obstetric practice, it is well known that pain in the head 
by paroxysms often precede and accompany the first stage of 
labor, and the pains called misplaced labor pains, subsequently 
change place in the right direction, and become regular par- 
turient pains; yet it is believed that after labor, when an 
alarming and prostrating uterine hemorrhage has taken place, 
so as to bring the patient near death, accompanied at the 
same time by an entire cessation of all uterine after-pains and 
hemorrhages, such pains shifting to the brain and acting 
there with regular intermission, alternately with severe parox- 
ysms, may be considered rare. It is proper to state that the 
action of ice, applied on the head, appeared for a short time 
to remove the pain down to the face, acting there with the 
same violence as in the head; but all the while not the least 
return of pain was complained of in or contiguous to the 
uterus, nor the slightest appearance of lochia until Sunday, 
the 4th inst. 


Cuataam, Monats Co., N. J., 7th May, 1851. 





Minutes of the late Annual Meeting of the New Jersey 
Medical Society.* 


Tue eighty-fifth annual meeting of the Society was held at 
New Brunswick, at Stelle’s Hotel, May 13th, 1851. 

In consequence of the decease of the President, Dr. E. J. 
Marsh, the Society was called to order by Dr. J. H. Phillips, 
first Vice President. 

Certificates of delegation were read and accepted from the 


* [These minutes, although very promptly sent in, were not received 
until it was too late to insert them in their proper place —Ep.] 
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following District Societies, viz., Essex, Passaic, Sussex, 
Somerset, Monmouth, Burlington, Hunterdon, and Mercer. 

Fellows present: Drs. Munn, Craig, L. A. Smith, Goble, 
McKissack, Vanderveer, Schenck, R. 8. Smith, and J. T. B. 
Skillman. 

The minutes of the preceding meeting were read and ap- 
proved ; also the list of Licentiates for the preceding year. 

The following were appointed Committee on Treasurer's 
Accounts: Gibbon, Craig, and Woolverton. 

On unfinished business: L. A. Smith, J. T. B. Skillman, 
and R. Laird. 

The Chairman of Standing Committee, Dr. Gibbon, sub- 
mitted the Annual Report, which was accepted, and ordered 
to be laid upon the table. 

The committee to whom had been referred the revision of 
Charter and Bye-laws, submitted their final report in relation 
to the Bye-laws, proposing sundry amendments, which amend- 
ments were considered, amended and adopted. On motion, 

Resolved, That the Bye-laws, as amended, be considered as 
taking effect on and after the fourth of July next, so far as 
they relate to the supplement recently enacted by the Legis- 
lature. 

Resolved, That a new edition of one thousand copies of the 
Charter, Supplement, and amended Bye-laws, be printed 
under the care and supervision of the former committee, with 
authority to make such farther grammatical corrections as 
they may deem essential. 

A communication was submitted by the Secretary from 
Dr. Wood of Philadelphia, Chairman of the Committee on the 
Revision and Publication of the United States Pharmacopeeia, 
stating that sixteen copies of the said work was the quota 
allotted to this Society from the sale of the copy-right, free 
of all charges. 

A communication was received from Dr. Paul, relative to 
a State Medical Library, with the following resolutions: 

1. Resolved, That a committee be appointed to examine 
and report on the expediency and propriety of establishing a 
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Medical Library; and, if favorable, to submit a plan for 
carrying the same into effect. 

2. Resolved, That of the moneys accruing from license 
fees, after defraying the necessary expenses of the Society, 
such sum as the members shall deem meet, shall be appro- 
priated to the library fund, for the purchase of such medical 
works as the Library Committee may from time to time de- 
termine upon. 

The consideration of the communication and resolutions 
was postponed to the next meeting. 

On motion of Dr. L. A. Smith, a nominating committee of 
one from each district represented was ordered, and the fol- 
lowing appointed, viz., Drs. Craig, Culver, Coles, Morford, 
Polhemus, J. Haines, Woolverton, and Lilly. 

The following resolution, submitted by Dr. J. B. Coleman, 
was adopted :— 

Resolved, That the following committees be appointed to 
report progress at the next annual meeting, viz:-— 

lst. To imvestigate the chemical action of the kidneys, and 
their influence on the healthy condition of the structures. 
Committee—Jos. Parrish, Job Haines, and 8. W. Butler. 

2d. To investigate the effects of blood-letting upon the 
vital organs. Committee—L. A. Smith, A. Coles, and A. 
N. Dougherty. 

3d. To investigate the action of mercurial preparations on 
the living animal tissues. Committee—J. B. Coleman, I. P. 
Coleman, and J. Woolverton. 

4th. On the indigenous plants of New Jersey. Committee 
—J. Paul, Q. Gibbon, J. G. Goble. 

The committee on Treasurer’s Account reported the ac- 
counts correct, and a balance on hand of $300 83}. 

Resolved, That the treasurer pay the instalment required 
by the directors of the State Bank of New Brunswick on all 
shares owned by this Society in said bank, and also all future 
instalments which may be required by said directors. 

The committee on Benevolent Fund, by Dr. Gibbon, stated 
that they would not be prepared to report at this meeting. 
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Resolved, That Dr. J. H. Phillips be appointed to fill the 
vacancy in said committee, occasioned by the death of Dr. 
Marsh. 

The following bills were ordered to be paid, viz:— 

New Jersey Journal for advertising, $1 75. 

Dr. 8. H. Pennington’s bill of expenses to Trenton, $7 05. 

Dr. Pennington’s bill of expenses to American Medical As- 
sociation, any sum not exceeding $40. 

Upon the report of the nominating committee, the follow- 
ing were appointed officers :— 

President, J. H. Phillips, of Pennington, Mercer Co. 

1st Vice-President, O. H. Taylor, Camden. 

Sd.“ 6 W. Nichols, Essex. 

o..* “ — §. Lilly, Hunterdon. 

Corresponding Secretary, A. B. Dayton, Middletown, Mon- 
mouth Co. 

Recording Secretary, W. Pierson, Orange, Essex Co. 

Treasurer, J. 8. English, Manalapan, Monmouth Co. 

Standing Committee, J. Paul, of Trenton, Chairman; J. B. 
Munn, and A. Coles. 

Censore—F or Passaic, L. Burr, A. W. Rogers, G. Terhune, 
F. 8. Weller. 

For Essex, A. N. Dougherty, W. Nichols, J. F. Ward, W. 
A. Whitehead. 

For Morris, J. B. Munn, J. C. Elmer, J. B. Johnes, N. W. 
Condict. 

For Sussex, F. Moran, I. R. Stewart, A. Linn, J. Tits- 
worth. 

For Warren, W. P. Clarke, R. Byington, P. Brakely, J. 
Fitch. 

For Somerset, R. F. Smith, H. H. Vanderver, 8. K. Mar- 
tin, W. D. McKissack. 

For Monmouth, D. Polhemus, W. A. Newell, J. 8. Eng- 
lish, E. Taylor. 

For Burlington, B. H. Stratton, Z. Read, Geo. Haines, J. 


Parrish. 
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For Mercer, J. Paul, J. B. Coleman, G. R. Robbins, J. H. 
Phillips. 

For Hunterdon, W. Johnson, G. P. Rex, J. Blane, 8. Lilly. 

For Camden, I. 8. Mulford, O. H. Taylor, C. D. Hendry, 
A. D. Woodruff. 

For Gloucester, J. R. Sickler, J. F. Garrison, J. C. Wea- 
therby, R. M. Smallwood. 

For Salem, C. Hannah, C. Swing, Q. Gibbon, T. Yarrow. 

For Cumberland, W. Elmer, G. Tomlinson, E. C. Bateman, 
J. W. Ludiam. 

Resolved, That hereafter, appointment of delegates to the 
American Medical Association will be made with the under- 
standing that no pecuniary remuneration for expenses will be 
paid by the Society. 

The following were appointed delegates to the American 
Medical Association—Drs. J. G. Goble, J. W. Craig, J. Paul, 
J. Parrish, J. B. Coleman, and J. H. Phillips. 

Stelle’s bill for entertaining the Society was ordered to be 
paid—$50 63. 

A petition was received for a commission to institute a Dis- 
trict Society in Hudson County. The request was granted, 
and the blanks ordered to be filled, as the applicants may 
give further notice. 

Society adjourned, to meet at Trenton on the fourth Tues- 
day of January, 1852. 

W. PIERSON, 
Rec. Sec. of Med. Soc. of N. J. 





A Novel Case. 


BY THE EDITOR. 


Own the 13th ult. I was called to a lady in her second ac- 
couchement. Five years had elapsed since her first confine- 
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ment, in which she suffered a tedious and painful labor, and 
was delivered by instrumental aid of a still-born foetus of fall 
size. Her recovery was slow, but without any unusual symp- 
toms. In her first labor, her physician administered ergot 
freely, which powerfully increased the uterine contractions. 
During her second pregnancy, I saw her very frequently, and 
she complained much of an unusual sense of distension, even 
during the earlier months. She described it as a weight 
about the pubic region, and frequently she had a quivering 
sensation, which gave her the idea of worms crawling within 
the abdomen; with these feelings she experienced difficulty 
in urination; and, supposing that the bladder was unduly 
pressed upon by the enlarging uterus, I directed her to wear 
a bandage around her hips, for the purpose of supporting the 
abdomen and its contents. From the time of quickening up 
to the period of labor, the motions of the child created un- 
usual suffering; and when she rode out, though in a very easy 
carriage, she was under the necessity of supporting her body 
in great measure by pressing her hands upon the seat, to pre- 
vent the excessive pain produced by motion. I was disposed 
to attribute all these symptoms to a peculiar sensitiveness of 
the individual, induced by her situation, as well as to a fear 
that the child might not live, or be carried to the full term of 
utero-gestation, without unusual care. In due time her labor 
commenced, the o- uteri dilated readily, and the head, pre- 
senting in the second position of the vertex, advanced readily 
into the inferior strait. Here it encountered opposition from 
the rigidity of the vaginal muscles, which I found to be full 
and unyielding. There was but an imperfect supply of liquor 
amnii, which was spontaneously evacuated during this period 
of the labor. The contractions being very powerful, the re- 
sistance to the passage of the head still continuing, and the 
parts without a sufficiency of the natural secretion, I etherized 
my patient, and delivered by the forceps a well-developed, 
living female child. The hemorrhage was considerable, 
though no more than might be expected from a plethoric per- 
son such as my patient. The uterus contracted under the 
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hand, and the placenta came away entire. After this, every- 
thing promised well for more than two weeks; the patient 
was about her room, and several times walked into an adjoin- 
ing apartment. In the third week, a rather offensive lochial 
flow preceded the discharge of clots of a clear red color, vary- 
ing considerably in size, the expulsion of which, though unat- 
tended by any premonitory or expulsory pain, brought on 
threatening prostration. Fever now set in, the pulse became 
tense and rapid, the complexion sallow, with frontal head- 
ache, and dejected spirits. In the fourth week, soon after 
one of my morning visits, I was sent for in great haste to 
return, and did so immediately, and found her in an alarming 
condition. The hemorrhage had increased, and my patient 
looked almost ex-sanguine; the pulse was faint, and the voice 
nearly extinct. Brandy and ammonia were given freely, 
while I introduced my hand into the vagina. Embraced by 
the os uteri I felt a thick, hardened, ragged mass, which I 
hooked with the point of my finger, and, finding it detached 
and movable, I at once withdrew it. It was an organized 
body, weighing, I suppose, six or eight ounces; in color and 
consistence resembling liver upon its upper or outer surface, 
with white tendinous chords attached to its inner portion, 
within an inch of its periphery. The shape of the substance 
was somewhat cupped, as though it had been attached to the 
fundus, and part of the walls of the uterus. The inner sur- 
face was ragged, and attached to it were numerous clusters 
of little granular bodies, resembling very much the roe of 
fish, but exceedingly tenacious, and hanging by minute 
chords, which ramified through them like the tendrils of a 
vine. The os uteri was flaccid, and seemed indisposed to con- 
tract. I applied compresses over it, and a roller about the 
body, elevated the hips, and gave an ounce of wine of ergot 
in divided doses; stimulating vaginal injections were also 
administered frequently. The uterus gradually contracted, 
expelling for a day or two afterwards, in small quantities, the 
same kind of roe-like substance in distinct parcels, but unat- 
tended with serious bleeding or pain. After this, the general 
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symptoms began to improve, and I now consider my patient 
convalescent. 

The vesicular peculiarities which distinguish hydatids, and 
the fluid contained in them, were not apparent in the morbid 
production I have attempted to describe; and yet that it be- 
longed to the mole species must be admitted. The difference 
between the clusters of the organized substance referred to, 
and hydatids, consists mainly in their solid, tough, granular 
feel, rolling between the fingers like small shot or seeds, and 
being with difficulty separated from their attachments, while 
that portion of the mass from which they were suspended 
was fleshy, and in some parts decidedly tendinous. 

Another peculiarity in the ease I conceive to be, the fact 
that this development should have progressed during the 
growth of a perfectly formed child in utero, thus proving that 
a purely physiological effort of nature, in perfecting the 
growth of a human being, and an abnormal or pathological 
effort, induced of course by an unnatural and diseased con- 
dition, resulting in the formation of an amorphous mass of 
organized tissues of different qualities, should go on at the 
same time within the walls of the same organ. 
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The Pharmacopeia of the United States of America. By 
Authority of the National Medical Convention, held at 
Washington, A. D., 1850. Philadelphia: Lippincott, 
Grambo & Co. 


WE are among the number who regard with pride and 
satisfaction our National Pharmacopceia—that it merits the 
respect and close observance of both the medical and pharma- 
ceutical professions is a conviction which has been strength- 
ened by an intimate acquaintance with its details, and a daily 
recurrence to its pages. 

The present is the fourth edition of the work, and fully sus- 
tains the high reputation which its predecessors have enjoyed, 
and which would be expected from its origin and object. Unlike 
its predecessors, the present edition is the joint product of the 
best authorities in both the medical and pharmaceutical pro- 
fessions. It is true that in the revision of 1840, the Philadel- 
phia College of Pharmacy took a lively interest, and furnished 
to the Convention a complete revised Pharmacopeia from 
which a great many valuable hints were drawn and applied in 
the final revision, but not until the present edition had the full 
benefit of the practical skill, and familiarity with details, of a 
body of educated apothecaries been obtained. Both in the Con- 
vention held in Washington, and in the committee having 
charge of the final revision and publication, which met in Phil- 
adelphia, the Philadelphia and New York Colleges of Pharmacy 
were represented, and faithfully and unitedly labored in the 
work, 

The composition and proceedings of the Convention and 
committee are detailed in an historical introduction to the 
work, in which it is shown how so great a work, necessarily 
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the labor of but a very few individuals, is rendered national 
as its origin, while the work itself bears evidence throughout 
of a truly national character and scope. 

An object which seems to be kept constantly in view, is to 
embrace in the Pharmacopeeia, only really valuable and well 
established medicines. Among the multitude of new remedies, 
whether drugs or preparations, which are constantly rising to 
the surface, as it were, of that vast chaotic mass of materials 
called the materia medica, not a few attract a temporary notice, 
and, in a very few years, sink again into oblivion. If every 
article of this kind were incorporated into the Pharmacopeia 
as soon as introduced, it is obvious that we should cumber 
each new edition of the work with a variety of articles which 
would have to be stricken out in the next. Partly with a view 
to obviate this difficulty, and also to confine the officinal list 
within narrower bounds than would otherwise be possible, the 
Pharmacopeeia of the United States contains a secondary list, 
which embraces a variety of drugs, not very often prescribed, 
yet having been at one time in vogue, or being in use perhaps 
in a limited section of country, or being indigenous to our own 
country, and little known to practitioners, require some notice. 
In the new edition, we find four substances transferred from 
the secondary to the primary list, as having attained a higher 
reputation during the past ten years; these are Bromine, 
Irish Moss (Chondrus), Marsh Rosemary (Statice), and 
Queen’s Root (Stillingia). The drugs made officinal for the 
first time are sixteen in number ; among them the most import- 
ant are Aconite Root, Cod Liver Oil, (Oleum Morrhuz,) Oil 
of Bitter Almonds, Brandy (Spiritus Vini Gallici), and Port 
Wine, (Vinum Rubrum.) In the above remark reference has 
been had to the materia medica list, as distinguished from the 
preparations. This consists merely of a list of recognized 
drugs found in commerce, with their proper names, sources, 
and tests of purity. 

The preparations occupy by far the larger part of the 
work, comprising formule for all the recognized medicinal 
compounds prepared by the apothecary, with such descrip- 
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tions of them as will direct the physician or phacmaceutist in 
judging of their quality and strength when prepared. It was 
in revising this portion of the work that by far the greatest 
amount of labor and practical skill was requisite, and the 
greatest room allowed for addition and improvement. Yet 
here, as in the list, great care seems to have been taken not 
to add anything which is not absolutely called for by the ex- 
isting state of pharmacy. While it is desirable to have author- 
itative formule in all instances in which variations in strength 
would be followed by serious inconvenience, great caution 
must be used in giving the sanction of the law to any prepara- 
tion having a mere local or circumscribed reputation, or which 
is not likely to become a general remedy. The multiplication 
of officinal formule for compounds has direct tendency to 
cireumscribe, rather than to enlarge, the number and variety of 
medicinal preparations ; by saving the practitioner the trouble 
of contriving an extemporaneous compound, exactly adapted 
to the case, it presents him a temptation to use one which, 
though perfect in itself, cannot be considered perfectly adapted 
to all the variations in disease. Hence the U. 8. Pharma- 
copeia contains few mixtures, pills, or compound powders, 
these being left mainly to extemporaneous prescription. 
There are, however, fifty-three new preparations introduced 
into the present edition : of these some are chemical, and some 
tinctures, syrups and extracts. We also have a new class of 
preparations, for the first time recognized as officinal—the 
fluid extracts.—This is one of the most desirable improve- 
ments that has been made; though we cannot but regret that 
preparations so very distinct in their characters, as fluid ex- 
tracts of senna (a concentrated syrup), and fluid extract (oleo 
resin) of cubebs, should be classed under the same general 
head. Donovan’s solution, solution of nitrate of iron, and 
solution of citrate of magnesia, will be welcomed, especially as 
the formule for preparing them are distinguished by great 
simplicity and neatness. A further notice of the new prepa- 
rations would perhaps hardly be appropriate here, as it would 
extend the limits of this notice beyond the allotted space. 
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Before concluding, however, it is proper to remark upon the 
general execution of the book;—The printing is done in the 
very best manner, upon remarkably fine paper, and the whole 
is furnished in a neat and substantial binding, as it should be. 
To this, however, we feel constrained to add, that the pub- 
lishers have issued but a small edition, at what we consider 
an exorbitant price. That this is just cause of complaint, will 
appear when we state that the whole number of pages is 317, 
including preliminary notices and all ; it contains no illustra- 
tions, the margins are wide, the type large, and yet it is sold 
at $2 50 per copy. It ought to be a cheap book, and widely 
diffused. We also desire to call attention to two or three 
slight errors which have escaped the proof-readers. In the 
formula for tineture of ginger by the displacement process, the 
term diluted aleohol is used instead of alcohol. In the formula 
for compound syrup of sarsaparilla by displacement, page 228, 
the term (wo pints is used instead of ten pints. This is cor- 
rected in part of the edition. In the preface, page xvii, 
Quercus Tinctoria is spelled Tinctorea, and on the next page 
Feeniculum is spelled Foeniculun. Considering the great 
care taken in the revision of this work, and the number and 
character of the proof-readers engaged in it, these mistakes 
may be considered as indicating the impossibility of reaching 
perfection in any human undertaking. 














EDITORIAL. 


THE MEDICAL LAW AGAIN. 


In our last number we noticed some of the features of the 
supplement to the medical law as passed by our late legisla- 
ture; and we have now to do with such parts of it as seem to 
us the most objectionable. The second section of the act 
provides that “‘any person of good moral character, who has 
obtained a diploma for the degree of Doctor of Medicine and 
Surgery, from the College of Physicians and Surgeons in the 
city of New York, the Medical Department of the University 
of the city of New York, the Medical Department of the 
University of Pennsylvania, Jefferson Medical College, and 
the Medical Department of Pennsylvania College, in the city 
of Philadelphia, or such other Medical College or University 
as the Medical Society shall from time to time designate, to 
present such diploma to the President of the Medical Society 
of New Jersey, together with the testimonials of his good 
moral character; and the president of said society shall 
thereupon, if satisfied with such testimonies, be authorized 
and empowered to grant a license, under his hand and seal of 
the society, to the person named and intended in said diploma, 
to practice physic and surgery in the State of New Jersey; 
for which the said president shall be authorized to demand, 
from the person so licensed, a sum not exceeding five dollars, 
to be appropriated in such manner as the members of the said 
society shall order and direct.’’ 

Now we do not hesitate to express our belief that the pro- 
visions of this section are unfair, and totally inconsistent with 
the spirit of wise and just legislation. We do not say that 
its framers intended this to be the case—we believe they did 
not—but we think that, in the practical operation of the law, 
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its unfairness must be evident, because it overlooks the great 
fundamental principle, without the recognition of which the 
people never will be seeure from the ravages of charlatanism, 
nor the profession free from those stains which have too long 
tarnished its honor and impaired its usefulness. It does not 
establish merit as the standard by which the applicant for 
license is to be judged; it provides against his immorality, 
but not against his ignorance, while ignorance is the parent 
of mischief. Neither is the law democratic. It offers privi- 
leges to the student of medicine whose preceptor may reside 
out of our state, which it refuses to allow to those within our 
borders. New Jersey has always maintained a position in 
advance of other states. We now have in existence the oldest 
medical institution in the Union, having power to confer the 
doctorate, and to permit, by license, persons to practice medi- 
cine and surgery; which has established, and in great mea- 
sure sustained, a curriculum higher and broader than is en- 
foreed by any medical college in the United States. The 
law has confirmed, in the fifth section of the supplement, the 
old and long-established rule that four years study is neces- 
sary for an applicant for license; whereas, in each of the 
medical schools enumerated in the law, the standard of re- 
quirement is really less; and yet their graduates are per- 
mitted, without examination, from the mere fact that they 
possess a diploma, and a certificate of good moral character, 
no matter whether they have studied medicine two or four 
years, to take the same position which our own citizens must 
undergo a more severe ordeal in order to obtain. A Jersey- 
man is thus required by the law, as well as by the regulations 
of the medical society, to have more general information, in 
addition to an equal amount of medical knowledge, and to 
devote one more year to his studies, unless he shall possess 
an academical diploma, than a person from any other state. 
We ask if this is fair? We do not, however, advocate such 
an alteration of the law as would lower the standard which it 
has wisely established, but such a modification of its provi- 
sions as will cause applicants for license from all parts of the 
country to be tried by the same standard, and the validity of 
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their claims to enter our profession tested by the same au- 
thority. While the people talk of the “uncertainty of medi- 
cine,” and presume to judge the science a mere scheme for 
self-aggrandizement, gotten up by interested men, and 
shrouded in vague and mysterious terms to hide it from the 
common observer, we must say that we regret to find our 
legislature disposed to open the door for empiricism any wider, 
or make the road any easier for ignorance or knavery to ac- 
quire a power and influence, which cannot be other than pre- 
judicial to the public weal, rather than maintain the position 
which the State and the profession have always held. It is 
true that the Medical Society is at liberty to “designate” 
from time to time such institutions as it may approve, and only 
to admit their graduates without examination; but we think we 
utter the sentiment of the entire profession of our State when 
we say that this it will not do. It is an independent body, 
having no league with this school or that, looking with a just 
jealousy upon the graduates of all, while it is willing to give 
to all who seek its honors, and merit them, equal privileges ; 
but it claims to judge for itself, and to establish its own stand- 
ard of merit. The law, however, in its present form, to a 
certain extent, judges and decides the matter itself, and of 
course its authority is supreme, and must be faithfully acknow- 
ledged and obeyed; but we hope to see the New Jersey Medi- 
cal Society maintaining all the ground that is left to it; and 
we look forward with a good degree of hope that our people 
and our legislators will see the inconsistency and unfairness 
of the present act, and be prepared before long to rectify its 
errors. Our-pages are open for the views of our friends upon 
this subject, and we hope the matter will be fairly considered 
and properly understood. 





Phosphate of Lime.—We see it announced that Dr. C. T. 
Jackson, of Boston, has—allowing that his claim to being the 
first discoverer of the anesthetic action of ether is valid— 
added another laurel to his brow, which, with all due deference 
and respect, we must say ought to have been worn by some 
one of our own physicians or other scientific men. 
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We refer to the discovery in Hurdstown, Morris Co., in 
this State, of a rich bed containing 92,4, per cent. of pure 
phosphate of lime, yielding 46} per cent. of phosphoric acid, 
and 20 per cent. of phosphorus. 

This discovery will be of very great importance to our 


farmers and manufacturers. 
The field of Waterloo, and other battle-fields, furnished the 


English farmer with manure to enrich his lands, so that the 
soldier not only poured out his life blood to preserve the 
liberties of his country, but his very bones were ground to 
powder to enrich her meadows. 

We have no Waterloos to furnish us with human bones, 
but we have, it seems, what is much better, beds of almost 
pure phosphate of lime, which, we presume, will be made use 
of by our farmers. 

To the manufacturer, too, this discovery is one of great 
interest, as it gives him the material from which to procure 
an abundant supply of phosphorus, which is used in many 
departments of the arts, as well as to a small extent in 
medicine. 

At present, phosphorus is manufactured, by a slow process, 
from the bones of animals, which contain, according to the 
highest estimates, only from 55 to 60 per cent. of the phos- 
phates of lime and magnesia. But here we have rich beds 
containing 20 per cent. of pure phosphorus. We repeat that 
we regret that it was left for a Boston physician to bring 
forward a discovery which, if true, is so important. * 


American Medical Association.—This Association met in 
Charleston, 8. C., on the 6th ult. For the detailed account 
of the proceedings which appears in this number we are in- 
debted to the Charleston Courier of May 6th, 7th, 8th, and 
9th, through the politeness of Dr. 8. H. Pennington, of New- 
ark, delegate to the Association from the New Jersey State 
Medical Society. We have been obliged to add several pages 
to this number, notwithstanding which some matters intended 
for insertion are crowded out. * 
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We have received the first number of the Nashville Journal 
of Medicine and Surgery, edited by W. K. Bowling, M. D., 
Professor of the Institutes and Practice in the Medical De- 
partment of the University of Nashville, Tennessee. Judg- 
ing from the appearance and contents of this number, it 
seems to be well worthy the patronage of the profession, 
especially of those interested in the prosperity of the college 
with which the Journal is connected. ‘The first session of 
the Medical Department of this college is announced to com- 
mence on the first Monday in November next. We will be 


happy to exchange with the above Journal, and wish it 
success. e 


Homeopathy Iustrated. An Address first Delivered before 
the Rensselaer County Medical Society, in 1842. By Tuos. 
W. Biatonrorp, M. D., President. Second edition, 1851. 

This is an excellent Address, and exposes effectually the 
absurdities of hommopathy as first promulgated by Hahne- 
mann. But in most respects it is “behind the age ;’’ for 
homeopathy is not now what it was in 1842. The idea of 
infinitesimal doses, and uncompounded remedies, would startle 
a modern homeopathist. We wonder how the manes of 
Hahnemann and other “fathers’’ of the homeopathic school 
can rest while there is such an awful “sacrifice of human 
life,” by their professed followers, who do not seruple to give 
castor oil, magnesia, calomel, &c., in doses that “ tell tales,” 
to say nothing of arsenic, hyoscyamus, digitalin, strychnine, 
ete., which can very easily be given in “ homeopathic”’ doses 
in a little sugar of milk. 

We would here acknowledge also the receipt from a friend, 
of a pamphlet, entitled, “‘ The Physician and the Public.” It 
is from the press of Myers & Son, Reading, Pa,, but the 
modest author has withheld his name. The pamphlet con- 
tains a very plain, common sense exposition, in few words, 
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of the reciprocal duties of the physician and the public, and 
we are glad to learn that a second edition is called for. * 


A Contribution to the Statistics of Rupture of the Urinary 
Bladder, with a Table of Seventy-Eight Cases. By Stepney 
Situ, M. D., Assistant Surgeon to Bellevue Hospital, New 
York. 

We are indebted to the author for a copy of this valuable 
pamphlet, which first appeared in the New York Journal of 
Medicine. The table of cases includes the sex, age, cause, 
primary symptoms, progress and treatment, result, post-mor- 
tem appearances of viscera, ditto of bladder, condition of the 
patient at the time of accident, authority. ° 


We have also received the “‘ Thirty-Fourth Annual Report 
on the State of the Asylum for the Relief of Persons de- 
prived of their Reason, together with the Constitution of the 
Contributors to said Asylum.” 

This Institution is located at Frankford, Pa. 


x 


Catalogue and Announcement of the Medical Department 
of Hampden Sidney College, Richmond, Va. 

This college seems to be in a flourishing condition. The 
class, during the session of 1850-51, numbered 90, of whom 
26, or one in 3.46, graduated at the close of the term. * 


MiscetLany.—An Act providing for the registration of births, mar- 
riages, and deaths, passed the Legislature of Pennsylvania at its recent 
session, and has become a law. Chloroform has been administered in 
9000 cases, in St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, London, without one unplea- 
sant occurrence taking place from ite use. Professors Bartlett and Gross, 
who were recently elected to chairs in the New York University, have both 
resigned. Dr. A. L. Cox has also resigned his professorship in the New 
York Medical College. This leaves four vacant professorships in Medical 
Colleges in that city. A new Hospital is about to be established in 
Philadelphia, in connection with the Protestant Episcopal Church, 
which, however, will be open to patients of all denominations. The 
British government has granted a pension of one hundred pounds a 
year to the widow of the late Robert Liston. The Medical College of 
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Ohio, located at Cincinnati, has in course of erection a new and magni- 
ficent edifice in the domestic Gothic style of architecture. This College 
seems to be in a flourishing condition. ¥ 


Oxnrruary.—We regret to have occasion to notice, in connection with 
the decease of 8S. G. Morton, M.D., of Philadelpbia,* that of several 
other physicians whose names and services are well known to the pro- 
fession, 

Our neighboring city of New York has lost recently several of her 
prominent physicians by the ravages of typhus fever. Among them we 
notice the names of Dr. Enoch Greene, Dr. Henry H. Curtis, Drs. Taft, 
Cameron, and Alden, and Dr. H. W. Gridley, most or all of them con- 
nected with public charities in or near New York. 

Dr. John B. Beck, late Professor of Materia Medica, in the College of 
Physicians and Surgeons in New York, died on the 9th of April last. 
We learn that his place has been filled by the election of Dr. Bartlett, 
late of the N. York University. ? 





Transactions of the American Medical Association. Charles- 
ton, 8. C., May 6-9, 1851. 


Tas Association met at 11 o’clock yesterday, at St. Andrew’s Hall, 
Broad Street, their President, Dr. Musser, in chair, and Dr. H. W. 
Desavussure, Secretary. 

The Association having been organized, Dr. Tos. Y. Srwowns, the 
Chairman of the Committee of the South Carolina Medical Association, 
in a warm and hearty address, welcomed the delegates present from the 
other States, to the city and State, on behalf of his associates, which 
was res toina becsasiag manner by the President. 

The ident of the Association read a letter from Dr. Sriitf, re- 
signing his office, in consequence of the impaired state of his health. 

motion of Dr. Arwotp, of Savannah, Ga., it was proposed that 
the letter of Dr. Strii# be placed on record, in compliment to him, for 
the interest he has manifested in the Association. 

Dr. Agnotp offered the following resolution, which was adopted :— 

Resolved, That a committee of one from each State represented in the 
Association, to be chosen by their tive delegates, be appointed to 
nominate suitable officers to be elected for the ensuing year. 

On motion of Dr. Frost, the Association took a recess of ten minutes, to 
enable the delegation to appoint one of their number a member to con- 
stitute the Nominating Committee, in compliance with the above resolu- 


tion. 
The President of the Association, at this stage of the proceedings, 


* An obituary notice of the late Dr. 8. G. Morton, prepared for this number, is 
crowded out-—Eb. 
VOL. IV.—22 
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read an address of some length on matters connected with the profes- 
sion, and the advancement of medical science, which circumstances pre- 
vented us from hearing, but which we learn was well received, and 
elicited the commendation of those present. 

On the re-assembling of the Convention, the President reported the 
following gentlemen, as having been selected by said committee from 
the different State delegates, viz: Dr. Gro. Menvennatt, of Ohio ; B. R. 
We trorp, of Virginia ; Josern Firatan, of New Jersey; R. D. Annoxp, 
of Georgia; G. W. Mitrensercer, of Maryland; H. R. Frost, of 
South Carolina; N. G. Pirrwan, of North Carolina; W. H. Anpez- 
son, of Alabama; A. H. Srerwens, of New York; Usner Parsons, of 
Rhode Island; Jos. Carson, of Pennsylvania; H. Apaws, of Massa- 
chusetts ; Taos. Reysvrn, of Missouri; Jas. Jones, of Louisiana; W. 
Parsons, of Rhode Island’; J. B. Fut, of Kentucky; Joun Stoan, 
of Indiana; C. Boyue, of the District of Columbia; and J. B. Luyps- 
Ley, of Tennessee. 

The Nominating Committee, through the chairman, then read the sub- 
joined names as suitable candidates for officers of the Association for 
the ensuing year, viz :— 

Dr. J AMES MOULTRIE, of S. C., President. 

Dr. GEO. HEYWARD, of Mass., Dr. R. D. ARNOLD, of Geo., Dr. 
B. R. WELLFORD, of Va., Dr. J. B. FLINT, of Kentucky, Vice-Presi- 
dents. 

Dr. H. W. DESAUSSURE, of 8. C., Dr. ISAAC HAYS, Secretaries. 

Dr. P. C. GOOCH, Treasurer. 

On motion of Dr. La Rocug, of Penn., the Report was accepted, and 
the gentlemen thus nominated were declared the officers of the Associa- 
tion for the ensuing year. 

This motion was adopted, and the officers were invited to take their 
seats. 

The President elect then took the chair, and, in a few appropriate re- 
marks, returned his thanks for the honor thus conferred on him by the 
Association. 

On motion of Dr. Garttarp, of South Carolina, the following resolu- 
tion, offered by Dr. Draxe, of Cincinnati, at the Session of 1850, were 
taken up for consideration :— 

Resolved, That the second section of the Regulations of the Associa- 
tion be so amended as to require that candidates for membership by in- 
vitation be nominated in writing by five members ; that, when elected, 
they shall enjoy all the rights of de gates, and that all permanent mem- 
bers shall be entitled to vote. 

After some discussion, on motion of Dr. A. H. Stevens, of New York, 
the resolution was referred to a committee, consisting of Drs. 
of Ohio, Woon, of Penn., and Wextrorp, of Virginia. 

m pea. the Association adjourned to meet to-morrow morning at 

o’ clock. 


Morning Session. May 7. 


The Convention met this forenoon pursuant to adjournment, the 
President in the chair. 

The minutes of the ype meeting were read and confirmed. 

Dr. Woop asked and obtained leave to read the following report, on 
amending the Constitution, on behalf of himself and Dr. B. R. Wext- 
FORD. 

The committee to whom was referred the proposition of Dr. Drake, 
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for an alteration in the rules in relation to the admission and rights of 
members, have the honor to report as follows :— 

There are two distinct branches of the proposition : the firstof which 
relates to the invitation of medical men, not del to participate in 
the proceedings of the Association; the second in view the exten- 
sion of the right of voting to permanent members. 

The committee agree in the general purport of the first part of the 
proposition. As it now stands, the rule admits of a too easy admis- 
sion to the privileges of members, and it is susceptible of great abuse. 
It might happen, in a place where the number of resident physicians 
was very considerable, that sufficient might be introduced to control 
the decisions of the dele . To guard against such a result, the 
committee recommend, in addition to the provision that none 
should be invited by the Association, unless upon a previous written 
proposal by five delegates, the existing rule should be so altered as not 
to confer upon the invited members the privilege of voting. 

In relation to the second part of the proposition, that, namely, which 
gives the privilege of voting to permanent members, the committee do 
not conta er its adoption advisable, on the following grounds: This 
Association is essentially a representative body. Its opinions are sup- 
posed to be those of the societies or associations y began the delegates 
are appointed, and go forth to the world with authority in some 
degree of the medical profession generally. Now, if permanent mem- 
bers were permitted to vote, they would express their own individual 
opinions, and support their own individual preferences ; both of which 
might be in direct opposition to those of the delegates, and not fairly 
representative of general medical sentiment. It is easy to conceive, 
that combinations among permanent members might be formed, more 
powerful than the properly delegated body, which might thus be over- 
ruled in its decisions. The opinions or wishes of a comparatively few 
individuals might thus go forth to the world as those of the profession 
at large ; and private —— might be answered at the expense of the 
general good. This would defeat the main objects of the iation, 
and prevent it from continuing, what it may now be considered to be, 
the exponent of enlightened medical sentiment in this country. 

The committee, therefore, recommend that the question on Dr. Drake’s 

roposition be taken separately upon its two branches; that the first 
be adopted with a modification, withholding the right of voting from 
invited members: and that the second, which confers this right upon 
permanent members, be not adopted. 
GEO. B. WOOD. 


B. R. WELLFORD. 
Charleston (9. C.), May 7, 1851. 


Dr. Drake then read the subjoined minority report :-— 

The undersigned, a minority of the committee, to whom was referred 
the resolution for amending the second section of the Constitution, begs 
leave to report that, in his opinion, it is oruevient, and will be found 
promotive of the great objects for which Association was formed, 
that “ members by invitation” should not be admitted, except under a 
written nomination by five members; that, when thus chosen, they 
should enjoy all the rights and privileges of delegates, including per- 
manent membership; and that all permanent members should be en- 
titled to vote. With these views the undersigned respectfully submits 
arevision of the resolution into the following :— 


: 
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Resolved, That members by invitation shall be nominated, in writing, 
by five members, which nomination shall be made a matter of pac on ; 
that when elected they shall enjoy the ee and privileges of delegates, 
and remain as permanent members of the Association. 

Resolved, That all permanent members shall have the right of vot- 


ing. 
Respectfully submitted, 
J DAN. DRAKE, 


i Hays moved to take up the majority report, which motion was 
carried. 

Dr. Arwowp spoke against the article of the Constitution, authorizing 
invited members to vote. 

Dr. Woop explained his report, and urged its adoption. 

Dr. Davis, of Chicago, said that there was much misunderstanding 
in regard to the intention of the Constitution in respect to the members 
by invitation. He hoped that the Constitution would be strictly acted 
up to, and that members should be invited only “from sections not 
otherwise represented.” 

Dr. Woop said his was an amendment, and not a repeal of the old 
provision. 

Dr. Draxe responded. He had waited for arguments against his 
resolution, but had heard none. He then entered into along ment 
in favor of larizing the Association with the profession in the United 
States, and took ground in favor of a permanent place of meeting at 
Washington City. 

Dr. W. Aree, of Lancaster, said he could see no harm in giving the 

rivilege of voting to invited members who came from unrepresented 
ocalities, but was opposed to the right of voting proposed to be given 
to permanent members. 

. Mesos, of Philadelphia, asked whether a gentleman would be in- 
vited to attend without any privileges, and went on to say that he hoped 
the Convention would have five, ten, or even twenty thousand in attend- 
ance at some future period. 

Dr. Hooxer, of Connecticut, to be allowed to offer the follow- 
ing resolution, the resolution of Dr. Draxe having been laid on the 
table for the present :— 

Resolved, That no member be permitted to speak longer than ten 
minutes at one time in any one debate. 

Dr. Pat.irs, of New York, offered to amend the resolution by insert- 
ing “ fifteen,” which motion was lost. ; 

e resolution, as offered by Dr. Hooker, was then adopted. 

Dr. Hays moved to lay the subject on the table, and added that by a 
constitutional provision it was required to lay over one year. 

The motion was seconded by Dr. Tucker, of Virginia. 

Dr. Dickson, of South Carolina, asked if the motion swept off the 
whole resolution, and was answered affirmatively by Dr. Hays. 

Dr. said, if the matter was postponed now they would not 
be out of difficulty, because all that is pioneeny defeat it next year 
would be to move to amend it, and it would have to lay over a year 





&e. 
The matter was finally laid on the table. 
Dr. Woop, of Pennsylvania, called up the second part, or that portion 
giving to permanent members the right to vote. 
The majority committee acce the substitute of the minority 
committee, which was read as follows, viz :— 
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Resolved, That all permanent members shall have the right of voting. 

Dr. Dickson u the adoption of the above resolution. 

Dr. Hays, of Philadelphia, remarked that the Constitution had not 
been studied by the gentleman who had urged the adoption of the reso- 
lution ; and spoke in neni to the measure. 

Dr. Tuourson, of Delaware, supported Dr. Hays, and hoped that the 
whole matter would be laid over for a year. 

Dr. Dickson observed that he had been accused of ignorance of the 
Constitution. He hoped to have these gentlemen always here to in- 
struct him. 

Dr. Bown, of Maryland, took part in the discussion. 

Dr. Apams, of Massachusetts, remarked that they ought to strike out 
the words “Permanent Delegates” from the Constitution, and was 
proceeding with his remarks, when the gentleman was called to order. 

The question was here taken on the adoption of the resolution, which 
was eet a large majority. 

Dr. I. Hays, the Treasurer of the Association, then read the Report 
of the Committee of Publication, and also the Report of the Treasurer. 
The subjoined resolutions, appended, were and adopted :— 
ah Bales That the assessment for the present year shall be three 

2. Resolved, That those delegates who pay the assessments shall be 
entitled to one copy of the Transactions for the present year; and that 
the payment of two dollars, in addition, shall entitle them to two addi- 
tional copies. 

3. Resolved, That permanent members shall be entitled to one copy of 
the Transactions for the present — on the payment of two dollars, and 
three copies on the payment of five dollars. 

4. Resolved, That societies which have been represented in the Asso- 
ciation shall be entitled to copies for their members on the same terms 
that copies are furnished to permanent members. 

5. Resolved, That permanent members, unless present at the meeting 
as delegates, shall not be subject to any assessment. 

6. Resolved, That any delegate who is in arrears for his annual as- 
sessment shall not be considered as a permanent member. 

7. Resolved, That the several committees be requested to bring to the 
meeting of the Association, their reports, correctly and legibly trans- 
cribed ; and that they be required to hand them to the Secretaries as 
soon as they have been read. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

ISAAC HAYS. 
D. FRANCIS CONDIE, 

Philadelphia, April 20, 1851. 

a A ca of Ohio, moved that the Report on Surgery be read first. 
dopted. 

Professor Eve, Chairman of Committee on Surgery, then proceeded 
to read his report. 

A motion was made by Dr. Davis to commit the same to the Com- 
mittee on Publication; which was adopted. 

Dr. Hays moved to read Dr. Fitnt’s Report by its title—Practical 
Medicine—and refer the same to the Committee on Publication, which 
motion was adopted ; and several hundred copies, printed and furnished 
by the author, were directed to be distribu 

A motion was then made to adjourn till 5 o’clock, P. M., which was 
adopted, and the Convention adjourned. 
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Afternoon Session. 

The President having organized the meeting, 

Dr. Borie, of Washington, offered a resolution that the Association 
in future meet at Melager City. 

Dr. C. P. Jounson, of the Virginia Medical Society, extended an in- 
vitation to meet at Richmond; Dr. Jongs, of the University of Louisiana, 
to meet in New Orleans; Dr. J. P. Jounson, of Missouri, to meet in 
St. Louis. The resolution and invitations were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Nominations. 

The President suggested to the Society the propriety of appointing 
the standing committees at an early period. 

Dr. Woop remarked that there was a proposition to abolish standing 
committees. 

Dr. Hars said he was opposed to these committees, but would not 
press an alteration. 

Dr. Tucker moved that the appointment of the standing committees 
be referred to the Committee on Nominations, which motion was adopted. 

Dr. Jones, of Louisiana, resigned as a member of the Committee on 
a ama and Dr. Feyner, of New Orleans, was appointed in his 
r Dr. Parsons then moved that the Committee on Nominations be re- 
quested to resume its labors, which was adopted. 

Dr. Wrace, of Charleston, moved that the Report of the Committee 
on Prize Essays be read, and then that the Obstetric Report be brought 


up. 
ihe Report on Prize Essays was then read, and certain resolutions 


— thereto were adopted.* 
hen, on motion of Dr. Reapy, of South Carolina, the whole matter 


was referred to the Committee on Publication. 

Dr. Srorer, of Boston, Chairman of the Committee on Obstetrics, read 
the report on that subject. He stated that he had received a letter from 
Dr. Taompson, of Ilinois—that he was the only member of the com- 
mittee who had aided him in any degree. He mentioned this fact be- 
— had to hold himself entirely responsible for all the inaccura- 
cies, &e. 

Dr. Pures, of New York, moved that the report be referred to the 
Committee on Publication. 

Dr. Rozserrson, of South Carolina, moved that the statistics, alluded 
to in the report, be stricken out, as the author was not a reliable man. 

Dr. Storer seconded the motion. 

Dr. Bory moved to postpone the report until morning, which was 


seconded by Dr. Grrman. 
A short debate here ensued; when it was finall to re-commit 


said portion of the report to be corrected, and laid before the Association 


in the morning. 
On motion, the Convention adjourned to meet to-morrow morning. 


Morning Session. May 8. 


The President, Dr. James Movurtrise, in the chair. 
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and after some slight 


amendments were confirmed. 


* We understand that a prize was awarded to Dr. Dalton, of Boston, for an essay 
on the “ Corpus Luteum.’’—Ep. 
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Dr. J. M. Surra, of Mass., moved that the Report of the Committee 
on Medical Edueation be made the special order, after the disposal of 
the Report of the Committee on Obstetrics. 

_ Dr. Gaittarp, on behalf of the Committee of Arrangements, read a 
list of delegates re as registered since the last report. 

Dr. Camrbet, of Georgia, presented a model of a malformation of the 
knee-joint, the —s being absent. 

Dr. Woon, mas ee — resolution —* 

Resolved, That Colleges exclusively of Dentistry and Pharmacy are 
not recognized, by the Association, as among the bodies authorized to 
send delegates to its meetings. 

Dr. Woon, of New York, moved to amend, by dividing the resolution, 
80 as to take the question, first, on the reception of delegates from Col- 
lege of Dentistry ; secondly, on the reception of delegates from Colleges 

harmacy. 

The amendment having been accepted, the question of the reception 
of de from Colleges of Dentistry was debated. 

ag moved an fodefinite postponement of the resolution, which 
was 

Dr. Yarpuey, of Pennsylvania, asked and obtained leave to read the 
subjoined resolution, presented by the Philadelphia Co. Medical Society. 

That all the Medical Colleges in the United States are here- 
y requested to hold a convention, through 
hosen by them at least once in six years, 
the proper method of harmoniously elevating 
the standard of Medical Education in the said Colleges. 
The discussion of the original question was then resumed. 


A motion was finally made by Dr. Hays, of Pennsylvania, that the 
whole resolution of Dr. Woon, including Colleges of a and Phar- 


macy, be referred to a special committee of five members, which resolu- 
tion was adopted. 

On motion of Dr. Yarpter, of nanan the resolution presented 
by the Philadelphia County Medical Society was also sent to the same 
committee. 

Dr. Jones, of North Carolina, offered the following resolution :— 

Resolved, That all the Medical Colleges in the United States are here- 
by earnestly and respectfully requested to hold a convention, through 
delegates respectively chosen by them, at least once in six years, 
to take into consideration the proper method of harmoniously elevating 
the standard of Medical Education in the said Co! . 

The order of the day was then called up, when Dr. Storer reported 
that he erased the statistics referred to — that he 
the report in the hands of the Association. . said that there was 
objection to the remarks on the subject of Dr. Gitman’s paper on the 
speculum. He asked that he be permitted to remove the unnecessary 
expression of opinion in regard to that subject. He further added that 
he had taken from the journals these facts, &c., and was not therefore 
responsible for the correctness of the papers, &c. 

Dr. Bonn, of Md., remarked that there were c in these > 
which he did not individually endorse ; but which go out in a book 
under the sanction of the Association. 

On motion of Dr. Davis, the report was referred to the Committee on 
Publication. 

At this stage of the proceedings, Professor S. 8. Hatpeman, of Lan- 
easter city, Pennsylvania, through Dr. Jonn L. Ariex, presented to the 
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Association an Essay on Latin Pronunciation, of which he is the author; 
and which, on motion of Dr. Ariez, was referred to the Committee on 
Medical Literature. 

On motion, the regular order was suspended for the reception of the 
Report of the Committee on Nominations, which was read and laid on 
the table. 

Dr. Hays then called up the resolution on page 43, vol. ii. of the 
Transactions of the Association, and moved to strike out “all that relates 
to committees,” &ec. 

The motion was seconded by Dr. Srevens, and urged by Dr. Draxs, 
who read some ten or twelve special points, which, he said, ought to oceu- 
py the Association instead of being oceupied with epitomes of Rawxine 
and Brairuwairte. 

Dr. Hooxer, of Conn., spoke of the looseness of committees and edit- 
ors of the Journals. 

Dr. Davis thought that they could decide on the matter at once. 

Dr. Hays proposed to dispense with the Standing Committees. The 
question was then taken on the resolution, which was adopted. 

Dr. Woop, of Penn., offered the following resolution, which was 


adopted :— 

IResoleed, That a committee be ne to take into consideration 
the arma of a committee for future action, to report as speedily 
as ible. 
he Chairman of the Committee on Medical Education was about to 
read the regular report on that subject, when Dr. Draxe moved the 
suspension of the reading till after the recess, as it was a very long re- 


rt. 

On motion of Dr. Jounston, of Missouri, the Report of the Committee 
on Medical Literature was then taken up. 

Dr. Desavussure announced that Dr. Davis would read a paper entitled 
an Experimental Inquiry concerning some points connected with the 
process of Assimilation and Nutrition. 

Dr. Reysvrn, of Missouri, presented and read the Report of the Com- 
mittee on Medical Literature. In the course of his reading the report, 
he gave way to a motion to adjourn. 

Afternoon Session. 

The President took the chair at half-past 5 o’clock and organized the 
meeting. 

The Becestary announced the following gentlemen as having been 
appointed by the President, under resolution of this morning, concern- 
ing a Committee for the Arrangement of Business, for the occupation of 
the Association in future: Drs. G. B. Woop, of Pennsylvania; Dr. I. Hays, 
D. Draxe, A. H. Srevens, W. Hooxer, B. R. Wexirorp, and 8. H. 
Dickson. 

The Seeeaatemen were appointed a committee under a resolution 
in regard to Schools of Pharmacy and Dental Surgery, viz: Drs. Hays, 

Srevens, Yarpiey, Storer, and Jongs. 

Dr. Dickson moved the following preamble and resolutions, which 
were seconded by Dr. Bonn, and unanimously adopted without debate :— 

Whereas, efforts are being made to repeal the law of 1847, which con- 
fers protective rank on the members of the Medical Department of the 

Army, therefore 

Resolved, That the American Medical Association views, with regret, 
the existence of hostility to the act of Congress, approved February 11, 
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1847, which confers legal rights, and equality with other staff depart- 
ments, on the medical officers of the army, and gives them a position to 
which the importance and character of the profession entitle them. 

Resolved, copies of these resolutions, with the resolutions of the 
Association passed at its last annual meeting, on the same subject, be 
transmitted tothe Secretaries of War and of the Navy, through the 
Chiefs of the Medical De nt of each service, and to the presiding 
officers of the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States. 

The reading of the Report of the Committee of Medical Literature was 
then concluded. 

On motion, the report was adopted, and referred to the Committee on 
Publication. 

The Report of the Committee on Medical Education was then called for, 
and as the hour was late, the chairman read only so much of it as relates 
to Demonstrative Midwifery, which had by special resolution been re- 
ferred to the committee. 

On motion, the report was accepted, and referred to the Committee 
on Publication. 

Dr. Dickson then offered the following resolution, which was adopted : 

Resolved, That this Association unanimously approve of the opinions 
expressed in the Report of the Committee on M Education in re- 
spect to Demonstrative Midwifery.* 

om Convention then adjourned to meet to-morrow morning at 10 
o’cloe 


Morning Session. May 9. 


The President, Dr. James Moutrais, in the chair. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

The Report of the Committee on Medical Education being the special 
order, Dr. Stevens, of New York, asked and obtained leave to introduce 
the following resolutions ;— 

, That the members of this Association cannot se with- 
out expressing their grateful sense of the hospitalities, numerous 
delicate attentions, received from their medical brethren of South Caro- 
lina, and the citizens of Charleston. 

Resolved, That a committee be formed, to procure a tablet with a 
suitable inscription, commemorative of this meeting, and the feeling it 
has elicited, to be placed at the disposal of the Medical Association of 
South Carolina. ¢ inscription to be as follows:— 

‘This tablet is here placed by the American Medical Association, to 
commemorate their annual ee in the city of Charleston, in May, 
1851, and to signalize their gratitude for the extraordinary professional 
and social enjoyments that accompanied it.” 

The resolutions having been seconded were adopted, and Dr. Stevens 
further moved that Drs. Haywarp, of Mass., and F. A. Ramsey, of Tenn., 
and himself constitute the committee. 

Dr. Ramsey, of Tenn., asked and obtained leave to read a letter from 
Dr. E. D. Fenner, of Louisiana, and offered the following resolution on 
the subject, which was adopted :— 

ved, That the efforts of Dr. Fenner to place, on a firm and dura- 
ble basis, an annual publication, embracing medical reports, from the 
whole Southern portion of the Union, merits the commendation of this 
Association, and should receive solid support from American physicians. 


* We understand that Demonstrative Midwifery was unqualifiedly condemned 
by the Association.—Eb. 
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Dr. Hays, of Pa., asked and obtained leave to call up for consideration 
so much of the report of the Nominating Committee as relates to the 
selection of the next place of meeting of the Association, and the — 
ment of the Committee of Arrangements and the Committee on Pu 
tion, and other standing committees, having been abolished. The report 
having been read, Dr. Booms, of Ohio, e an urgent appeal in favor 
of Washington City as the next place of meeting. The question 
taken on the adoption of that of the report of the committee whi 
poepneed Richmond (Va.) as the next place of meeting, it was adopted 
i a large wy The question being taken on the confirmation of 

e Committee of Arrangements and Publication, the nominations of the 
committee were confirmed. 

Richmond, Va., was selected as the next place of meeting by the Asso- 
ciation, and the following gentlemen appointed a Committee of Arrange- 
ments, viz: Drs. R. W. Haxatt, chairman; Carrer P. Jonson, James 
Beatz, Cuas. B. Grason, 8S. Manras, R. D. Hasxrys, C. S. Mrxts, and 
M. P. Scorr. Committee on Publication—Drs. Hays, of Pa., G. Emrr- 
son, of Pa., D. F. Connie, of Penn., H. W. Desavssvure, of S. C., I. 
Parnrisu, of Penn., P. C. Goocn, of Va., and G. W. Norris, of Penn. 

Dr. Hooxer, of Conn., Chairman of the Committee on Medical Educa- 
tion, completed the reading of the report of the committee, and offered 
the following resolutions :— 

Resolved, That the abuses which exist in the modes of medical edu- 
cation pursued in this country demand the serious consideration of the 
profession. 

Resolved, That free discussion in relation to these causes is an im- 
portant means of effecting their removal. 

Resolved, That in the opinion of this Association no effort to remove 
these abuses can succeed, that is not based upon a reform in the public 
sentiment, both of the profession and of the community. 

Resolved, That this reform, so far as the profession is concerned, is to be 
effected mainly through its o ization, and that it is therefore incum- 
bent _ every physician to do all that he can to give them character 
and efficiency. 

Resolved, That this Association have confidence in all proper efforts 
which have for their object a reform in the sentiments and practice of 
the community in relation to medicine and the medical profession. 

Resolved, That the recommendations of this Association at its former 
meetings in regard to edueation, both preliminary and medical, be re- 
affirmed, and that both the schools and private preceptors be still urged 
so to do their duty as to secure to the community a well-educated pro- 
fession. 

Resolved, That in the work of medical reform, while all precipitate 
movements should be avoided, we should aim at a steady advance, from 
year to year, till a thorough system of education be established by the 
profession throughout our eountry. 

Dr. Woon, of Pennsylvania, asked leave to suspend the order usually 
taken with reports. Permission being granted, he read the following 
report, which was adopted :— 


The committee to whom was referred the subject of arranging a plan 
of committees, for future action, in place of the standing committees, 
abolished by the Association, have the honor to report as follows: 

It appears to them that the most feasible plan of accomplishing the 
objects of the Association is to select certain subjects, which may be 
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considered as suitable for investigation, and to refer these subjects to 
special committees, to be appointed before the close of the present ses- 
sion, and to report to the next. Such a selection the committee have 
accordingly made, and will offer to the consideration of the Association. 

As an additional means of securing valuable contributions, they pro- 

, also, the appointment of a committee, whose business it s be, 
in the interval between this and the next session, to receive original 
volunteer papers upon any subject which their authors may choose ; to 
decide upon the merits of these papers ; and to present to the Associa- 
tion, at its next session, such of them as they may deem worthy of re- 
ceiving this distinction. With a view to increase competition, they think 
it advisable, that a prize of fifty dollars, or a gold medal of that value, 
be awarded to each of the five papers presented to the Association, or 
any smaller number of them, which the committee may consider most 
meritorious, and the Association may resolve to publish. 

In reference to the resolution presented in the Report of the Standing 
Committee on Medical Literature, and referred to the present committee, 
they have only to observe that, as its ends will probably be most effect- 
ively obtained by the adoption of the general plan which they have 
already brought before the notice of the Association, they do not con- 
sider it expedient to make any further report. 

As to the appointment of the special committees referred to, your 
committee think that the most convenient plan will be to refer to a spe- 
cial committee the nomination of a chairman for each, who shall then 
select at his convenience, two individuals, to aid him, with the restric- 
tion only, that the persons so selected shall be members of the Asso- 
ciation. 

To the same nominating committee may be referred the appointment 
of the general committee, whose business will be to receive and judge 
{of the merits of } whatever papers [are submitted to them]. As the 
members of this general committee must frequently com opinions, 
it will be desirable that they should reside near each other; and it is 
accordingly proposed that they should be chosen from one neighbor- 
hood. if the plan be found to work well, this locality may be changed 
every year, so that each section of the Union may, in its turn, be 
charged with this duty. The committee would t that the general 
committee should be first chosen from members of the Association re- 
siding in Boston or its neighborhood, as the most northern point. 

To embody these suggestions in due form, the committee offer the 
following resolutions :— 

I. Resolved, That committees of three be appointed to investigate and 


report severally on the following subjects :— 
Tet Causes of the tubercular diathesis. 
2d. Blending and conversion of the types of fever. 
3d. The mutual relations of yellow fever and bilious remittent 


4th. Epidemic erysipelas. 
. Acute and chronic diseases of the neck and of the uterus. 
. Dengue. 
. The milk sickness, so called. 
. Endemic prevalence of tetanus. 
9th. Diseases of parasitic origin. 
10th. Physiological peculiarities and diseases of negroes. 
11th. The action of water on lead pipes and the diseases which pro- 
ceed from it. 
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12th. The alkaloids which may be substituted for quinia. 
13th. Permanent cure of reducible hernia. 
14th. Results of surgical operations for the relief of malignant dis- 


15th. Statistics of operations for removal of stone in the bladder. 
16th. Cold water dressings. ‘ 
17th. The sanatary principles applicable to the construction of dwell- 


ings. 
en The toxicological and medicinal properties of our cryptogamic 
plants. 
19th. Agency of the refrigeration produced through upward radia- 
tion of heat as an exciting cause of disease. 
20th. Epidemic diseases of New England and New York. 
ne - eres diseases of Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Delaware, and 
2d. Epidemic diseases of Virginia and North Carolina. 
23d. Epidemic diseases of South Carolina, Georgia, Florida, and 
Alabama. 
24th. Epidemic diseases of Mississippi, Louisiana, Texas, and Arkan- 


25th. Epidemic diseases of Tennessee and Kentucky. 

26th. Epidemic diseases of Missouri, Illinois, Iowa, and Wisconsin. 

27th. Epidemic diseases of Indiana, Ohio, and Michigan. 

II. Resolved, That a Committee on Nominations be bape ws whose 
duty it shall be to nominate one chairman for each of the above com- 


mittees. 

III. Resolved, That each of the chairmen thus nominated shall select, 
at his earliest convenience, [two] members of the Association to complete 
the committee. 

IV. Resolved, That a committee of five members be appointed, to be 
called the Committee for Volunteer Communications, whose duty it shall 
be, in the interval between the present and the next succeeding sessions, 
to receive papers upon any subject from any persons who may choose to 
send them, to decide upon the merits of these papers, and to select for 

resentation to the Association, at its next session, such as they may 
m worthy of being thus presented. 

V. Resolved, That the Committee for Volunteer Communications shall 
have the power to form such regulations as to the mode in which the 
papers are to be presented, and as to the observing of secrecy, or other- 
wise, as they may think r. 

VI. Resolved, That the selection of the members of this committee 
be referred to the same Nominating Committee, whose duty it will be to 
appoint the chairman of the several special committees, as above di- 
rected ; with this restriction, that the individuals composing it shall 
reside in the same neighborhood. 

VIL. Resolved, That a prize of fifty dollars be awarded to each of the 
volunteer communications reported on favorably by the committee, and 
directed by the Association to be published: Provided that the number 
to which the prize is thus awarded do not exceed five; and provided, 
also, if the number approved and directed to be published exceed five, 
that in such case the prize be awarded to the five which the committee 
may determine to be most meritorious. All of which is respectfully 
submitted. GEO. B. WOOD, Chairman. 

Charleston, May 9th, 1851. 
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Dr. Hays, of Penn., gave notice, that at the next meeting of the As- 
sociation, he should offer an amendment to the Constitution, line 4, so 
as to read $10 instead of $3. 

Dr. Aries, of Pennsylvania, remarked on the value of the Report of 
the Committee on Medical Education, and offered the following resolu- 
tion, which was adopted :— 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the several State Medical Socie- 
ties throughout the Union, to procure a republication of the Report of 
the Committee on Medical Education, for general distribution among 
the profession. 

Dr. Drake offered the following resolution :-— 

Resolved, That, in the opinion of the Association, the students of our 
schools should be required to matriculate within the first days after the 
opening of the sessions, and continue their attendance to the end of the 
terms, taking with them evidence of the same, to be ted with 
tickets of the professors when they become candidates for degrees. 

The resolution was adopted, and Dr. Grsson moved to defer the filling 
up of the blank. Some discussion arose on this point, when the reso- 
lution was left to read “‘ within the first days,” &c. 

The Report of the Committee on Medical Science was then called up, 
when a letter was read from Dr. Dow.er, chairman of said committee, 
regretting his inability to be present, and the necessity of sending it. 

. Fenner then read the outlines of the report, and asked permission 
to retain the same for revision, copying, &c., which was granted. 

Dr. Mavran offered the following resolution, which was adopted :-— 

Resolved, That the Committee on Publication be instructed to print 
conspicuously upon the title-page of the forthcoming volume o the 
Transactions the following declaration, viz: ‘“‘The American Medical 
Association, although formally accepting and publishing the reports of 
the various standing committees, holds itself wholly irresponsible for 
the opinions, theories, or criticisms, therein contained.” 

Dr. Storer moved the fo ing resolution, which was adopted :— 

Resolved, That the hearty of this Association be presented to 
their late secretary, ALrrep Sritué, M. D., for his constant, unwearied, 
and invaluable services since its first organization. 

The Report of the Committee on Adulterated Drugs was read. A motion 
was made to refer the same to the Committee on Publication, which was 
lost, and a motion to lay it on the table ad 


Dr. Gartiarp, of South Carolina, Chairman of the Committee on Hygi- 
ene, presented an outline of the on that subject. Referred to the 
Committee on Publication, with authority to append thereto a paper, now 
in a ration, on the mortuary statistics of certain cities. 
. Drake, of Ohio, offered the following amendments to the Consti- 
tution, which were read, and ordered to lie over under the rule :— 
All members by invitation must be nominated in writing by five 


miontes. When olected, they shall enjoy oll the rights and. privilege 
minutes. e , they shall enjoy i privileges 
of delegates, and remain permenant members of the Association. 
All permanent members shall be entitled to vote, and when they 
attend a meeting of the Association, their respective names shall be 
istered, and each shall pay the sum required from a delegate. 
he Secretary read a protest from the Iowa University against the 
representation of Rush Medical College in this Association. 
. Jervey moved to refer the protest to a special committee, to 
report at once. 








274 TRANSACTIONS OF AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


Dr. Woop moved to refer it to the Committee on Colleges of Pharmacy 
and Dentistry, which was carried ; Dr. Jervey withdrawing his motion. 

Dr. Woop read the following report of Committee on Nominations, 
which was adopted :— 

The committee to whom was referred the nomination of the chairmen 
of the several special committees, to report at the next session, and 
also of the Committee for Volunteer Communications, report that they 
have fulfilled the object of their appointment, and offer the following 
list of chairmen to the committees first referred to, viz :— 

Ist. Dr. D. F. Condie, Philadelphia, chairman to the committee on 
the causes of the tubercular diathesis. 

2d. Dr. 8S. H. Dickson, of Charleston, 8. C., on the blending and 
conversion of the types of fever. 

3d. Dr. James Jones, of New Orleans, on the mutual relations of 
yellow and bilious remittent fever. 

4th. Dr. John B. Johnson, of St. Louis, Mo., on epidemic erysipelas. 

5th. Dr. Charles D. Meigs, of Philadelphia, acute and chronic diseases 
of the neck of the uterus. 

6th. Dr. J. P. Jervey, of Charleston, 8. C., on Dengue. 

7th. Dr. Daniel e, of Cincinnati, milk sickness—so called. 

8th. Dr. Lopez, of Mobile, Alabama, endemic prevalence of tetanus. 

9th. Dr. Geo. B. Wood, of Philadelphia, on diseases of parasitic 


origin. 

foth. Dr. R. D. Arnold, of Savannah, Geo, on the physiological pe- 
culiarities and diseases of negroes. 

llth. Dr. Horatio Adams, of Waltham, Mass., on the action of water 
on lead pipes, and the diseases which proceed from it. 

12th. Dr. Jos. Carson, Philadelphia, on the alkaloids which may be 
substituted for quinia. 

13th. Dr. Geo. Hayward, Boston, Massachusetts, on the permanent 
care of reducible hernia. 

14th. Dr. 8. D. Gross, Louisville, Kentucky, on results of surgical 
operations for the relief of malignant diseases. 

15th. Dr. James R. Wood, New York, Statistics of the operation for 
the removal of stone in the bladder. 

16th. Dr. Charles A. Pope, St. Louis, Missouri, Water, its topical uses 


in surgery. 

17th. Dr. Alex. H. Stevens, New York, Sanatary principles applicable 
to the construction of dwellings. 

18th. Dr. Porcher, Charleston, South Carolina, Toxicological and me- 


dicinal properties of our ——— plants. 
19th. Dr. G. Emerson, Philadelphia, Agency of the refrigeration pro- 
duced through upward radiation of heat as an exciting cause of dis- 


ease. 

20th. Dr. Worthington Hooker, Connecticut, on the epidemics of New 
England and New York. 

2ist. Dr. John L. Atlee, of Lancaster, Penn., on the epidemics of New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, and Maryland. 

ood. Dr. Robert W. Haxall, Richmond, Va., on the epidemics of Vir- 
ginia and North Carolina. 

23d. Dr. Wm. M. Boling, Mon , Ala., on the epidemics of South 
Carolina, oa. Florida, and Alabama. 

24th. Dr. Ed. H. Barton, Louisiana, on the epidemics of Mississippi, 


Louisiana, Texas, and Arkansas. 
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25th. Dr. Sutton, Georgetown, Ky.,on the epidemics of Tennessee 
and Kentucky. 

26th. Dr. Thos. Reyburn, Missouri, on the epidemics of Missouri, Illi- 
nois, lowa, and Wisconsin. 

27th. Dr. Geo. Mendenhall, Ohio, on the epidemics of Ohio, Indiana, 
and Michigan. 

The following gentlemen were appointed on the Committee for Vol- 
unteer Communications, viz: Drs. Geo. Hayward, J. B. Jackson, D. 
H. Storer, and Jacob Bigelow, of Boston, and Dr. Usher Parsons, of Pro- 


vidence, R. L. 
Signed on behalf of the Committee, 
GEO. B. WOOD, Chairman. 
Charleston, Friday, May 9th, 1851. 


The President read an invitation from the Committee of Reception 
to a steamboat excursion on the Cooper and Ashley Rivers. 

Dr. M’Intyre, of New York, proposed that the Code of Ethics and 
Constitution of the Association be recommended to be published by the 
several State Societies. Proposition adopted. 

Dr. Griusnaw offered the following resolution :— 

Resolved, That Medical Colleges, in publishing statements of the 
number of medical and surgical cases treated at their dispensaries, act 
contrary to the spirit of the Code of Ethics adopted by this body. 


Adjourned.” 
Afternoon Session. 


The Association re-assembled at 5 o’clock, Dr. B. R. We.irorp, of 
Virginia, Vice-President, in the chair. 

e special order was called for, and Dr. Davis, of Ill., read a paper 
on the a acta of Certain Diet on the Functions of Respiration and 
Calorification, &c. 

The President, Dr. James Moutrriz, resumed the chair. 
Dr. Hays moved to proceed with the consideration of unfinished busi- 


ness. 

Dr. Gaimsuaw offered the subjoined resolution, which was adopted :— 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Association be returned to Dr. Davis 
for the r just presented by him. 

Dr. FA Ppa of Tenn., called up, as unfinished business, the 
resolution offered yesterday by Dr. Jonzs, of Tenn., and not then acted 
upon, to which Dr. Grimsnaw offered the following amendment—‘ And 
that the first Convention be held before the first of May, 1852.” The 
question being taken on the resolution and the amendment, they were 
both negatived by a large majority. 

Dr. Purves, of New York, offered the following resolutions, which 
were unanimously ado i 

Resolved, That the warmest thanks of the Association be tendered to 
the Trustees of the St. Andrew’s Society for the gratuitous use of their 
very convenient and eligible hall; and to all those other institutions 
and reading rooms which have been so freely thrown open for the in- 
spection and use of the members. 

, That the Committee of Arrangements receive our most grate- 
ful acknowledgments for the very handsome, and indeed magnificent 
manner in which they have provided for the entertainment and plea- 
— od the delegates from abroad, during their sojourn in the city of 

eston. 
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Resolved, That not only the profession of medicine, but also private 
munificence, and the kind attentions of the citizens generally, have con- 
spired in manifestation of that urbanity of manner, and that unwearied 
and kind attention, which commands not only our profound admiration, 
but will be followed by the most pleasing recollections so long as life 
and thought shall endure. 

On motion of Dr. Srevens, the above resolutions, with those 
offered by him at the morning session, were ordered to be published in 
the city papers. 

Dr. Jonnston, of St. Louis, moved to adjourn sine die, which was 


adopted. 

The Vice President, Dr. Weiirorp, of Virginia, then congratulated 
the Association on the a of its labors, and declared it 
adjourned, to meet again in Richmond, Va., on the first Tuesday in May 
next. 





Simple Cupping Instrument.—At a recent meeting of the Suffolk Dis- 
trict Medi iety, Dr. Goutp exhibited a new instrument for cu 
ping, formed ef 4. thick, firm, hollow India other ball cfft in half, ‘= 
plying it, all that is necessary is to place the concave surface on the 
hs to be cupped, and press down the centre to exhaust the air, after 
which the fingers may be taken off, and the ball will be found to adhere, 
and quite firmly, _ by =e > of oni comet age in all =~ or- 
dinary purposes of cuppin is simple contrivance will be found most 
effectual, and particularly & dry cupping. It has advan over 
cups, either with or without the Y awe and the cost of a dozen of 
would not exceed a dollar ; besides, ean be no breakage, or liabil- 
ity to get out of order, nor is anything required to exhaust the air from 
them, save the pressure spoken of, when they are applied. To the country 
practitioner, be cannot always have leeches at his command, this sim- 


ple and cheap substitute will be most acceptable.— Boston Med. and 
Surg. Journ., April 9th, 1851. 





